
Thomas J.Watson, Sr., the legendary President of IBM, had “Think” as the 
company motto.  This one-word slogan appeared in large black letters all over 
the company.  He was quoted as saying: “Thought has been the father of every 
advance since time began. 'I didn't think' has cost the world millions of dollars.” 

He was right.  But ‘I didn’t think’ not only cost the world millions of dollars,  
it has cost many Christians the joy of a deeper relationship with Christ.  The  
need to think about our faith is the premise of the latest book from prolific 
Christian author John Piper, entitled: “Think: The Life of the Mind and the 
Love of God.” 

Rev. Piper’s concern is that too many Christians have abandoned serious 
thinking about their faith, choosing instead to base their faith solely on vague 
notions of the love of God and others.  He wrote his book as “a plea to reject 
either-or thinking when it comes to head and heart, thinking and feeling, reason 
and faith.” 

I have encountered many good and faithful Christians who choose not to study 
their faith.  It is wonderful that they try to live lives filled with love, but the 
problem is that in the day-to-day world of making difficult decisions about how 
to live out our faith, serious thought is required.  When Jesus told us to “love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all  
your mind, and with all your strength” and to “love your neighbor as yourself”  
(Mark 12:30-31), this was a thoughtful distillation of the law, not a replacement 
for it. 

What does it mean to “love” your neighbor?  Are you beholden to be at their 
beck and call?  How do you “love” a neighbor who is repeatedly deceptive?  How 
do you “love” a person who is an addict who refuses rehabilitation yet asks for 
your help?  How do you love God with all your strength and have any left for 
other things?  We can only arrive at answers to these questions by making a 
serious study of what Jesus means by “love” – only then can we apply Jesus’ 
teachings into the difficult situations we encounter. 

continued on page 2 
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hinking is 

Rev. Piper wants us to understand that “thinking [is] a necessary, God-ordained, 
means of knowing God.”  But there is a rampant anti-intellectualism in our 
churches and in our society.  Much of it is a reaction against over-intellectualism.  
Piper quotes a philosopher, Nicholas Wolterstorff, who says that over-
intellectualism is when “[those who] use your hands or those who teach those  
who use their hands are inferior to those who use only their heads: practicing 
musicians are inferior to musicologists, painters are inferior to art historians, 
teachers of business are inferior to economists, teachers of preaching are inferior  
to theologians.”  He reminds us that Jesus was the son of a carpenter and that  
God is first depicted as a maker. 

Faith must be applicable to our lives.  But if we want to be followers of Christ  
who live according to his ways, then we need to think about his teachings so we  
can understand them better.  This does not mean memorizing teachings so we can 
take them literally – that is faith by rote, not by thought.  Instead, thinking means 
taking the Bible and understanding it to the point where we can extrapolate its 
teachings from their location in human history to application in our everyday  
lives.  Both the Bible and the capacity to understand it are gifts from God that  
we must unwrap for ourselves. 

The call to think more deeply about our faith is a not a call to passive 
intellectualism.  It is a call, as Rev. Piper says, to use “the means God has given 
us to know him, love him, and serve people.” 

Thomas Watson Sr. was right.  Thought has indeed been the father of advances.  
Thought fostered the Reformation from which our tradition sprang.  So we  
need to re-dedicate ourselves to thinking about our faith.  Read the Bible or a  
Bible commentary.  Read a book on theology.  Attend a Bible study.  May Godly 
thought foster the next advance in our personal faith and action. 

Peace and blessings, 

T 
a necessary, God-
ordained, means of 
knowing God.”   
   – John Piper 
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From the  Choir  Room 

UPDATE ON THE ORGAN PROJECT 
The changes in the appearance of the church’s chancel are a good indication of the amount of work that 
has been underway on our organ restoration project. During the first two weeks of June the entire organ 
– pipes, windchests, console, façade, wiring – was removed and shipped to Canada. The openings in the 
chancel arches were covered with beautiful draperies and a digital organ by the Allen organ company has 
been installed temporarily. Even though it is not nearly as dramatic or flexible as our pipe organ, it will 
be sufficient for our needs for the next few months. 
 
Building and grounds has taken advantage of the availability of scaffolding and workers to make some 
long-needed repairs to the plaster in the sanctuary walls and ceiling. 
 
     In spite of all this work, we have had a steady stream of weddings and special 

events this summer that have not been disrupted by the work.  
David Macfarlane will make a trip to Montreal later in the  
summer to inspect the work being done on the organ. We  
eagerly await the return of the crew from Letourneau Organs in 
October to re-install our organ. 

SUMMER CHOIR 
If you would like to sing with the Chancel Choir, but don’t have the time for a 
weekly commitment, the Summer Choir is for you. We rehearse and sing one 
Sunday of each month during the summer. We meet at 10 AM to rehearse and 
sing for worship at 11. You are welcome to come for one or come for all, just be 
prepared to enjoy yourself.   
The remaining summer choir Sundays are July 31 and August 28. 

Special Music in July 
The music for our summer Worship Services is provided by our choir soloists, and by other visiting 
groups. The schedule for July is: 

July 3 – Kate Oberjat , soprano 

July 10 – Ricky Ryerson , mezzo-soprano 

July 17 – Malcolm Couden , baritone 
July 24 – Carson Baker, tenor 
July 31 – Summer Choir 
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Family/children’s/You th Minist ries  
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          ONE NIGHT AT THE HEIFER FARM IN RUTLAND, MA 
   

We are planning a Saturday/Sunday visit in September. The Global Gateway Heifer 
International Learning Center on Overlook Farm is a 24-hour experiential education 
program which includes a village meal, a village tour with hunger/nutrition activities, and the 
Global Village market. This will be an outstanding opportunity to experience first-hand how the Heifer Project 
International works around the world. Our Pumpkin Patch in October supports the work of Heifer.  

  Vacation Bible Camp  
August 29 – September 2 

Time:  9:00am- 12:30pm 
Children 3 ½ years old – 7th Grade*                  

*Optional afternoon program  
for children 4th - 7th grade,  

 Monday – Thursday, 12:30pm – 3:30 pm 
 

 

Director:  Sherrie Reilley, 973-839-3113 / sherrier9@aol.com 
Activities Director: Dorothy VanderWerf, 201-568-7373 ext. 307 / dorothyv@englewoopres.org 
 

 

Please register your child by August 7, 2011 
 
Cost $25 per child, $35 for two children, and $45 max per family  
(Additional $30, per child for the 4 days of extended afternoons) 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES IN JULY AND AUGUST 
“Awesome Adventures: God’s People on Mountains and Seas” is packed with kid-friendly 
lessons and take-home comics which encourage children to explore Old and New  
Testament stories of God’s People and to follow God no matter where they are.  
 

Eight to ten children have been in the Midst of the Flood, climbed with Moses up to the 
top of Mount Sinai, crossed the Jordan River into the Promised Land picking up stones 
in the riverbed to build an altar and then to remember to give God thanks! Our next Ad-

ventures will take us to Mount Tabor and Mount Carmel, to the Rivers of Babylon and to God’s Holy 
Mountain. Help your children learn these wonderful lessons by bringing them to church this summer and 
to bring an offering of food for needy neighbors. 
 

Can you give one Sunday this summer to lead the children on these adventuresome journeys? Choose just 
one Sunday. Dorothy VanderWerf has curriculum with lots of ideas, good stories, and a lesson plan. 
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News for the  Congregat ion 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Does Not Meet in the Month of July 
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study is on a break for the month of July.  Beginning in August,  
the SUMMER ALIVE series of mission-focused presentations will take place at  
10:00 a.m. in the East Room on Sunday mornings. 
 

 

NEW PATH: EXPLORING YOUR FUTURE 
Wednesday, July 6 and 20 at 7:00 at the home of the Bishops (in 
Teaneck) 
 

Are you contemplating what to do next with your life?  In a small  
group discussion setting, we will help each other brainstorm new 
possibilities for our lives.  We will be guided by discussion starters  
from Andy Stanley’s “The Best Question Ever”, which prods us to 
consider: What is the wise thing for me to do, in light of my past experience,  
my present circumstances, and my future hopes and dreams?  Join us for the 
last two installments of the series.  The discussion facilitators will be 
Sandy Bishop and Rev. Hong.   
 

 

Camp I 
 

For 6th to 10th Graders  
Monday to Friday,  

August 8 – 19 
9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

$60 – 1 child; $90 – 2 children 

Musical Theatre Camp 2011      
Monday to Friday, August 8-19 

 

Directed by Margot Bennett & Other Musical Theatre College Students 
 

Staffed by several talented teenagers and adults.  
The program includes Gathering Time, Scripture & Prayer, Rehearsals,  
Theatre Workshops, Activities, Snacks, and Fun! 

Camp II 
 

For 3rd to 5th Graders  
Monday to Friday,  

August 15 – 19 
9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

 $30 – 1 child; $45 – 2 children 
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A MESSAGE FROM NIKKI, CO-CHAIR OF FPPK  
        “When I visited First Presbyterian Preschool & Kindergarten, I knew 
immediately that it was the right place for my son, Jack. I visited many other schools 
in the area but never had that ‘warm and fuzzy’ feeling like I had when I came to 
FPPK. The Staff is so supportive, caring and encouraging. As a parent, I could not have 
asked for more.”  - Nikki Rice 
          Our church’s Preschool and Kindergarten welcomes children from age 2 to Kindergarten. Call the 
Director, Roz Fox, at 201-568-3042 or visit the website: www.fppkschool.com for more information. 

LAST CALL FOR PICTURES: DO WE HAVE YOURS? 
Photographer, Debbie Alvarez, has displayed over 100 pictures in Elmore Hall that she 
has taken at Coffee & Conversation. Is yours there? If not, she is ready to take more 
pictures. A Pictorial Directory will help us to know each other better. Please ask Debbie  
to take your picture on Sunday, that’s all we ask!  Or send or bring in a picture to include 
and do it real soon. Thank you! 

CROSSROADS 
Crossroads is on summer hiatus for the month of July.  Please join us when we  
resume on Sunday evening August 7 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively,  
and fun, with a great band (led by Jane Kelly Williams) and the same basic sermon  
as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great alternative – give it a 
try and invite your friends! 

SENIOR MINISTRY TEAM PROVIDES RESOURCES 
Each month we receive programs available at both the Southeast and Tenafly 
Senior Centers with Leisure & Learning Programs for individuals 55 and over. 
They include trips, classes, hobbies, films, and much more. Pick up a copy at our 
Senior Information Center near the Chapel. We also provide copies of the  
Five Wishes, an invaluable resource for any age. 

DEACONS WILL SHARE THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

The Deacons would like to share Communion with members and friends of the church on Communion  
Sundays, usually the first Sunday of the month. Our next Communion Service is August 7.  
If you are home-bound or can’t make it to church on those Sundays, we would love to 
share Communion with you in your home. Please call the Church Office at 201-568-7373,  
ext. 304 and let us know if you are interested. 
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Learn.  Grow.  Serve.  

Alive! 
LOOKING AHEAD TO  

KNOW YOUR CHURCH FAMILY, A GREAT SUCCESS 
On June 4th seven church members opened their homes to various church members, some of whom they  
knew, some they saw at church but never spoke to, and some they never saw before.  The dinners, sponsored 
jointly by the Stewardship and Outreach committees, were designed for members of the church to get to know 
their church family better.  Fifty-six people attended these dinners and the response was extremely positive.  
 

I would like to thank the seven people/couples who opened their homes to new and old church friends and  
I would like to thank everyone who participated by bringing a dish, in many cases, to a stranger's home.   
The overwhelming feedback we received was that the dinners were a great idea and everyone had a wonderful 
time.  We also heard from many that new friendships were formed which will hopefully last a long time.   
 

We plan on doing another series of dinners utilizing different hosts in the 
fall.   If you did not attend one of the dinners on June 4th, speak to someone 
who did so that they can tell you how wonderful it was.  In addition, please 
consider hosting one of these dinners.   Be on the lookout for further details. 
 

Paul A. Platek 
Stewardship Chair  

SUMMER ALIVE IN AUGUST  
    
At 10 a.m. on Sunday Mornings in August, we gather together 
in the East Room to hear some great and important stories.  
 

August 7 
Our Mission Team will share stories about their week in  
West Virginia.  
 

August 14 

Topic: Family Promise, housing homeless families 
  

August 21 
Ray Arons will talk about the latest update on Medicare. 
 

August 28:  
Glenn Garrison and Haitian Raif Etienne  
 

September 5:  

Charlotte Bennett Schoen will talk about her mission trip to 
India earlier this year. 
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Mission on the  Move 

WEST VIRGINIA HERE WE COME! JULY 9—JULY 16! 
Our MISSION TRIP TEAM leaves for West Virginia next week and will be  
in mission until their return on Saturday, July 16. Keep these 12 mission 
volunteers in your prayers as they travel and work on our behalf:  Jae Yoo, 
Marcy Steele, Carol Cornell, David Johnson, Sharon Burrowes, Nicole 
Burrowes, Dave Lewis, Yvonne Crichton, Cynthia Tamis, Sandy Bishop, 
David Bishop, and Rev. Rich Hong. 

PLAN AHEAD: ANOTHER GIVEAWAY IN SEPTEMBER 

Thursday and Friday, September 22 and 23, is scheduled for the collection of  
Giveaway items to benefit needy families in the area. 

  

$7300 RAISED FOR HUNGER THROUGH CROP WALK 
According to Treasurer Carol Cornell, 10 congregations in Englewood, Teaneck, and  
Bergenfield contributed $7300 to fight hunger locally (25% for Center for Food Action and 
75% for hunger causes elsewhere). Janice Walker, Coordinator, also thanks all the walkers  
and sponsors! 

Andrew Platek, active member of our Youth Ministry, will be joining 11 other youth 
from Presbyterian churches in West Milford and Pompton Plains to work at mission 
sites in Washington DC from July 24 to 30. We hope to hear about his experiences  
before he goes off to college in the fall. 

PRESBYTERY SPONSORING YOUTH MISSION TRIP 

FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY JULY 3 & AUGUST 7 
 

Thank you for your donations of food and other groceries to support needy families in our  
local area! 130 bags have been delivered to the Center for Food Action in the first 6 months  
of the year. The summer is a crucial time to remember those extra cans or boxes of food. We 
have invited the children to bring their favorite food for their offering during the Summer 
Sunday School. 
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FAMILY PROMISE: HOUSING HOMELESS FAMILIES IN JULY 
We begin HOSTING HOMELESS FAMILIES next Sunday, July 10 to July 24 in Elmore Hall. There are 
five supporting congregations who will host the overnight and meals in our church. We are responsible for 
hosting on Thursday, July 21 when we also need one more overnight host, two who will bring the dinner 
that evening, someone to bring items of food for breakfast and food to make their lunches. 
 
During the two weeks of families staying overnight at the church, we may also need some extra overnight 
hosts or help with some of the meals. If you are willing to help, please indicate how you can help, either 
setting up on Sunday afternoon, July 10, be an overnight host, or prepare some meals. See the list of help 
needed at Coffee & Conversation. The Day Center is at Ridgewood United Methodist Church. 
 
Eleven volunteers took time on two Saturdays to Refurbish the Restrooms under the stage in  
Elmore Hall. Led by Jae Yoo, they made amazing improvements just in time for our Family 
Promise guests. We thank Ulah Fields, Sharon Thompson, Linda Moats, Carol Cornell, 
Marcy Steele, Charlene Niland and Rich Hong with Barbara and Stu Soyster and  
Lois Strauss providing lunch for the workers. 

FATHER ELIAS CHACOUR IN BERGENFIELD  
ON JULY 29 

A very special evening is planned with Father Chacour, founder of the Mar Elias  
Educational Institute (M.E.E.I.) in Ibilin, Galilee on Friday, July 29 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
South Presbyterian Church on Church Street in Bergenfield.  We are cordially invited! 
 

Our mission budget supports these schools, Kindergarten through University levels, and we are an Affiliate  
of Pilgrims of Ibillin, the U.S. support organization of M.E.E.I. Chacour is the current Melkite Archbishop  
of the Galilee area and author of two books, “Blood Brothers” and “We Belong to the Land”. Natalie  
Beaumont will have these books for sale and other information at Coffee & Conversation during July. 
 

Rev. Jim Steele, our late minister, and his wife, Marcy, introduced us to this amazing school after their visit 
there some years ago. Christian, Muslim, Jew and Druze students and teachers study together at M.E.E.I.,  
building peace on the desktops of children. 

SOCKS FOR JAPAN 

“Dear Mission Committee:  I feel I must write you after viewing Jason Kelly’s video. When 
you first mentioned Socks for Japan and got us involved, I thought how silly is this.  And 
then we collected the socks and put them in plastic bags with notes and I said, will they 
really get them and use them and will they care.  How wrong I was!  The story about the 
little girl Rina and her pink socks really did me in.  I am elated to see how the socks were 
distributed, how these survivors of this devastation did care, the smiling faces and to  

imagine 100,000 pairs of socks being distributed.  As you said, friends reaching out to help friends in need! 
 

Thank you for getting FPC involved, to my fellow Mission members who helped put socks in bags with notes 
and, to you, for sending the packages.  God is great, God is good.” 
http://jasonkelly.com/        - From Debbie Alvarez 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our Web site, don’t forget that our 
sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible at 
no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Englewood), follow us on Twitter 
(@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 

Happy Independence Day! 




